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John Giorno at the Bunker, 2012
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Looped footage of John Giorno, Sleep by Andy Warhol,
1963
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John Giorno, Brion Gysin, Wynn Chamberlain, John Giorno, Panna Grady, and John McKendry
Rhinebeck, New York, May 31 1965.

John Giorno at 222 Bowery, 
1969
Photo by Gianfranco Mantegna
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John Giorno with Dial-a-Poem, 
1970
Image courtesy of the John Giorno Foundation

John Giorno with Dial-a-Poem, 
1970
Photo by Gianfranco Mantegna. Image courtesy of the John Giorno Foundation
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People using Dial-A-Poem, 
1970

Image courtesy of the John Giorno Foundation



John Giorno - Thomas Brambilla Gallery

John Giorno, The Dial-A-Poem Poets, LP Cover, 
1972 
Photograph and design by Les Levine
Image courtesy of the John Giorno Foundation

John Giorno, The Dial-A-Poem Poets, Totally Corrupt, LP Cover
1976 
Image courtesy of the John Giorno Foundation
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John Giorno, reading, Paris, France, 
1976

John Giorno reading at Centre Pompidou, Paris, France, 
Jun 10 1983

Photo by Francoise Janicot
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John Giorno reading at City Lights Italia Festival, Florence, Italy, 
May 4 1998
Photo by Michele Corleone
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John Giorno, Life is a killer,
1989

John Giorno, Portrait,
2018
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John Giorno, Life is a Killer, 1989
Mixed technique on canvas, 130 x130 cm 



William S. Burroughs 
New York City, 

September 1989
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Keith Haring, Willliam Burroughs, and John Giorno in Kansas
Photo by Tseng Kwong Chi, 1987 © Muna Tseng Dance Projects, Inc., New York



John Giorno, Nothing recedes like success, 1989
Mixed technique on pcv, 121 x 121 cm
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John Giorno at Almine Rech, Paris,
2009
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John Giorno at Almine Rech, Brussels,
2010
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John Giorno at Almine Rech, Paris,
2012
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John Giorno at 
2012



John Giorno at 
2012



John Giorno at MoMA, New York City,
2012
Digital Image © 2016 The Museum of Modern Art, New York.” Photographed by Thomas Griesel
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John Giorno at Le Cri du Mur, Paris,
2012
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John Giorno at Le Cri du Mur, Paris,
2012
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John Giorno, Everything is delusion including wisdom, 2015,
101,6 x 101,6 cm

John Giorno, Life is a Killer, 2015,
40 x 40 cm, 121.6 x 121.6 cm
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John Giorno at Almine Rech, Paris,
2015
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John Giorno at 
2015



John Giorno at Flux Laboratory, Carouge,
2015



John Giorno, I <3 John Giorno, Palais de Tokyo, Paris,
2015



John Giorno and Ugo Rondinone at I <3 John Giorno, Palais de Tokyo, Paris,
2015

John Giorno and Ugo Rondinone,
2019
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John Giorno, I <3 John Giorno, Palais de Tokyo, Paris,
2015



John Giorno, I <3 John Giorno, Palais de Tokyo, Paris,
2015
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John Giorno, I <3 John Giorno, Palais de Tokyo, Paris,
2015
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John Giorno, I <3 John Giorno, Palais de Tokyo, Paris,
2015



John Giorno, I <3 John Giorno, Palais de Tokyo, Paris,
2015
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John Giorno, I <3 John Giorno, Palais de Tokyo, Paris,
2015
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John Giorno, I <3 John Giorno, Palais de Tokyo, Paris,
2015



John Giorno, I <3 John Giorno, Palais de Tokyo, Paris,
2015
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John Giorno, solo show 
2017
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John Giorno, solo show 
2017



John Giorno, 
Bluestone, 36 x 56 x 18 cm

John Giorno, Do the undone, 2019,
Bluestone, 43 x 36 x 31cm
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John Giorno, Hit my nose with the stem of a rose, 2017
Acrylic on canvas, 101,6 x 101,6 cm

John Giorno, Climatis clinging celestial devoted, 2017
Acrylic on canvas, 101,6 x 101,6 cm
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John Giorno, Peonies toppling milk of malice, 2017
Acrylic on canvas, 101,6 x 101,6 cm

John Giorno, Poppies packed with drug treats, 2017
Acrylic on canvas, 101,6 x 101,6 cm
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John Giorno at 
2017
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John Giorno, Chrysanthemums are a gardland of skulls, 2017 
Acrylic on canvas, 101,6 x 101,6 cm

John Giorno, Waterlillies sucking mud, 2017
Acrylic on canvas, 101,6 x 101,6 cm
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John Giorno, Iris purple spears unsheath wrestling wrathful, 2017,
Acrylic on canvas, 101,6 x 101,6 cm

John Giorno, Zinnias shout positive paranoia, 2017, 
Acrylic on canvas, 101,6 x 101,6 cm



John Giorno at Eva Presenhuber Gallery, Zurich,
2017
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John Giorno at Eva Presenhuber Gallery, Zurich,
2017



John Giorno, I <3 John Giorno, Ugo Rondinone, Artists space, High Line, Howl,The Kitchen, New Museum, Red Bull Studios, Sky Arts,
Swiss Institute, White Columns, Hunter College
2017
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John Giorno, I <3 John Giorno, Ugo Rondinone, Artists space, High Line, Howl,The Kitchen, New Museum, Red Bull Studios, Sky Arts,
Swiss Institute, White Columns, Hunter College
2017



John Giorno, I <3 John Giorno, Ugo Rondinone, Artists space, High Line, Howl,The Kitchen, New Museum, Red Bull Studios, Sky Arts,
Swiss Institute, White Columns, Hunter College
2017
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John Giorno, I <3 John Giorno, Ugo Rondinone, Artists space, High Line, Howl,The Kitchen, New Museum, Red Bull Studios, Sky Arts,
Swiss Institute, White Columns, Hunter College
2017



John Giorno, I <3 John Giorno, Ugo Rondinone, Artists space, High Line, Howl,The Kitchen, New Museum, Red Bull Studios, Sky Arts,
Swiss Institute, White Columns, Hunter College
2017



John Giorno, group show 
2019
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John Giorno, Dial-A-Poem, Push Button Edition Phone, 2019
Image courtesy of the John Giorno Foundation
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John Giorno at Almine Rech, London,
2021
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John Giorno at Sperone Westwater Gallery, New York,
2021
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John Giorno at Sperone Westwater Gallery, New York,
2021



John Giorno at Thomas Brambilla Gallery, Bergamo
2022
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John Giorno at Thomas Brambilla Gallery, Bergamo
2022
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John Giorno at Thomas Brambilla Gallery, Bergamo
2022



John Giorno at Morán Morán Gallery, Los Angeles,
2022
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John Giorno at Moran Moran Gallery, Los Angeles,
2022
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John Giorno at MoMA, New York,
2023
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John Giorno at MoMA, New York,
2023



“John Giorno, I Am A Poet”, installation view at Almine Rech Gallery, 
Shanghai, China, 2023
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“John Giorno, Perfect Flowers” installation view at Thomas Brambilla Gallery, 
Bergamo, Italy, 2023
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American poet and performance artist, John Giorno (1936-2019) is considered 
a leading figure of the
Beat Generation, a group of American post-World War II writers who came
to prominence in the 1950s through the cultural phenomena that they both
documented and inspired. Born in New York in 1936, Giorno graduated
from Columbia University in 1958. He briefly worked as a stockbroker in
New York before meeting Andy Warhol in 1962. The pair became lovers
and Warhol remained an important
influence for Giorno’s developments on poetry, performance and recordings.
Further inspired by subsequent relationships with Jasper Johns and Robert
Rauschenberg, Giorno
began applying Pop Art techniques of appropriation of found imagery to his
poetry, producing The American Book of the Dead in 1964. That same year,
he began applying cut up and montage techniques to found texts. His first
audio poem piece of this sort was played at the Paris Museum of Modern
Art Biennale in 1965. He founded the not-for-profit production company,
Giorno Poetry Systems, and organized a number of multimedia poetry
experiments and events, including Dial-A-Poem. In 1970, his Dial-A-Poem
installation at the Museum of Modern Art, New York, connected words and
images to
confront audiences with poetry in different contexts.
The work of John Giorno embraces two disciplines: poetry and art, which
have been a source of mutual
fascination and inspiration for the artist. Harboring a close kinship with
William Burroughs, Robert Rauschenberg, and Andy Warhol, for whom he
starred in the famous film, Sleep (1963), Giorno is recognized today as one
of the most influential poets of his generation. He is also considered the
inventor of Performance Poetry, and of Dial-A-Poem - a free telephone line
to connect listeners to recordings of original works of poetry. Giorno’s words
transform to images in his Poem Paintings which are short excerpts from
his writings, phrases that have continually haunted him. At the crossroads
between poetry, visual arts, music and performance, Giorno’s work directs
itself toward a
broad public, redefining the capabilities of poetry and linguistic form.
In 2008, the first career-spanning collection of Giorno’s poems, Subduing
Demons in America: Selected
Poems 1962-2007, was published. His first solo show, Black Paintings
and Drawings, was held at Nicole Klagsbrun Gallery in New York in 2012.
Giorno is an AIDS activist and fundraiser, and a longtime practitioner of the 
Nyingma tradition of Tibetan Buddhism.

John Giorno John Giorno (December 4, 1936 – October 11, 2019) was an
American poet and performance artist.

Biography
John Giorno John Giorno (December 4, 1936 – October 11, 2019) was an 
American poet and performance artist.

Solo exhibitions
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Thomas Brambilla Gallery, Bergamo, Italy.
I Am A Poet, Almine Rech Gallery, Shanghai, China.

2022
Cherry Blossoms are Razor Blades, Morán Morán, Los Angeles, US.

2021
John Giorno, Almine Rech, London, UK.
John Giorno, Sperone Westwater, New York, US.

2019
John Giorno: DO THE UNDONE, Sperone Westwater, New York, US.

2017
Perfect Flowers, Elizabeth Dee Gallery, New York, US.
Space Forgets You, Galerie Eva Presenhuber, Zurich, CH.
Ugo Rondinone: I <3 John Giorno, a cross-institutional exhibition (Artists
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John Giorno: New Work, Cahiers d’Art, Paris, FR .

2016
Le Case D’Arte, Milan, IT.

2015
Ugo Rondinone: I <3 John Giorno, Palais de Tokyo, Paris, FR.
God Is Man Made, Almine Rech Gallery, Paris.
Un mois autour de la poésie– John Giorno, Flux Laboratory, Carouge,
CH.
Space Forgets You, Elizabeth Dee, New York, US.
John Giorno, Elizabeth Dee, New York, US.
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John Giorno, Max Wigram at Independent Projects, New York, US.

2013
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Selected group exhibitions
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France.
Space Forgets You, Dovecot Studios, Edinburgh, UK.
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Higgs, White Columns, New York.
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The Exhibition of a Film, by Matthew Copeland, Centre Pompidou, Paris.
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2014
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2006
Renegades: 25 Years of Performance at Exit Art, Exit Art, New York, NY,
US.

2005
Multiplo – 3, N.O.Gallery - Giannattasio, Milan, IT.
Multiplo – 1, N.O.Gallery - Giannattasio, Milan, IT.

2004
Multiple Strategies, Contemporary Art Center, Cincinnati, Ohio, US.
c:neai= ephemeras, Centre National de l’Estampe de l’Art Imprimé,
Chatou, FR.

2003
Zona People 1974-1985, Non profit art space – Firenze, Musée d ́Art
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1970
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